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Introduction

• Charleston’s Cooper River waterfront once functioned as one of the most 
significant seaports in North America  

• Due to various social, economic, technological, and political factors, the waterfront 
declined throughout the 20th century and turned to urban blight 

• A need and desire for remaking arose resulted in the waterfront we see today 

• Currently, the waterfront contains little reference to its commercial past and 
related studies have been limited

• Findings are intended to inform ways to create suitable future iterations of the 
waterfront with attention to its historic characteristics







Methodology
Data Overview

• Sanborn Maps inform study period and provide detailed 
physical and spatial information 

• 1884-1990



Methodology 
Data Collection 

• GIS and digital maps 
• Georeferenced Sanborn 

Maps 
• Polygons for features 
• Created detailed attribute 

table 

• JMP, Microsoft Suite for 
statistical analysis



Data Collection

• 61 Maps completed 

• Approx. 2,000 Buildings 

Maps Include: 

Boundary 

Primary Material 

No. of Stories 

Use

Industry 

Railroads 







Percent of total SQFT by industry 



Data Analysis Conclusions 

• The number of buildings declined, especially those of wood construction

• As buildings were removed, they were replaced by larger structures, many of 
which were built of metal 

• The number of stories was not a factor in retaining or removing a building 

• Uses remained consistent, but the industries along the Cooper River changed 
substantially, especially after 1902

• The railroad industry was not enough to salvage the waterfront 



How is this 
thesis 
useful? 

• Charleston is facing unprecedented levels of 
development and growth, and the waterfront is 
especially valuable real estate, making it 
vulnerable to drastic change 

• There is not adequate context for the past and 
present physical characteristics of the area, and 
this thesis attempts to rectify this 

• A tool for planners, researchers, and developers 
to inform suitable future iterations of the Cooper 
River waterfront  
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Integrity

“the ability of a property to convey 
its historical significance.”1

Commonly Used Terminology

Significance

A property’s relevance to history [in 
this thesis, American history] either 

locally, state, nationally, or 
internationally.

Intervention

A planning policy [in this thesis, 
employed by a town or county that 
makes mention of the preservation 
of historic and/or cultural resources]

1 John H. Sprinkle, Crafting Preservation Criteria: The National Register of Historic Places and American Historic Preservation (New York: Routledge, 2014), 45.



Introduction

Towns and Cities 
with Local 

Interventions 
Discussing

Historic Resources

National Register 
Historic Districts



Methodology
● Selected seven NRHP districts within South Carolina

○ Filtered out districts that would not be fully determined by local preservation 
policies
■ NPS Sites, privately-managed districts, rural districts

○ Divided the state based on major interstate highways, created three regions
○ Divided the districts based on population, created three sectors
○ Selected districts with a variety of levels of interventions, regions, populations

● Assessed districts according to the NRHP Criteria for Evaluation
○ Five question survey of each property
○ Assessed the seven aspects of integrity
○ Aggregated survey results for the district into one score of retention

● Scored districts against an average score for all districts surveyed



Methodology



Methodology

Map by author, 
locations approximate



Findings
Aiken Bamberg Bishopville Columbia Georgetown Laurens Newberry

Contributing 
Resources 3 2.7 2.5 3 3 2.4 3

Physical 
Condition 3 2.6 2.5 3 3 2.4 3

Location 2.7 2.7 2.4 3 2.7 2.2 2.8

Setting 3 2.6 2.5 3 3 2.2 3

Design & 
Workmanship 2.2 1.7 1.9 2.4 2.5 2.2 2.6

Materials & 
Workmanship 0.6 0.8 1.9 2.5 1.3 1.2 0.6

Feeling & 
Association 2.9 2.7 2.4 3 3 2.2 2.8

No Visible 
Alterations

0.2 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.1



Contributing    Physical          Location         Setting         Design &         Materials &         Feeling &     No Visible

Resources       Condition                                                  Workmanship Workmanship    Association   

Alterations

Findings



Analysis
Frequency Common AspectsIntervention

● Sets goals for historic preservation within the county
● Rely on city council, preservation organizations, private citizens
● Tend to be developed through private firms with some resident input

2 County 
Comprehensive or 
Strategic Plan

5

● Tends to fall under zoning jurisdiction
● More “actionable”, tangible
● More input from community members on what the resources need

3 City HP Ordinance
5

● Tends to fall under zoning jurisdiction
● More broad than city ordinances, identifies themes across county
● More input from community members on what the resources need

6 County HP Ordinance
1

● Financial incentive to maintain and restore historic properties
● Tends to follow Sec. of the Int. Standards for Rehabilitation
● When utilized and paired with state and federal HTC, can be significant

5 Tax Credit
3

● Sets goals for historic preservation within the city
● Rely on city council, preservation organizations, private citizens
● Tend to be developed through private firms with some resident input

1 City Comprehensive or 
Strategic Plan 5

● Subsidiary of the National Trust for Historic Preservation
● Financial, technical opportunities and support

4 Main Street 
Association 4



What This Means
● This was an assessment of preservation policies within National Register 

districts to determine their efficacy in preserving nationally recognized sites
● If this survey were expanded, it would provide more information about how 

these policies function and how they can be improved
● There is no exact answer for what kind of documents or policies work best in 

every community, it should be about identifying the needs of the community’s 
historic sites and recognizing what can be done to keep them protected

● Economic impacts, when appropriately utilized, can help communities retain 
properties stronger than ordinances or outlined goals



Why this Matters
● Understanding the efficacy of preservation policies can allow communities to 

better their planning documents to be most impactful
● This assessment of policy can inform communities lacking in documentation 

how to prioritize their resources for all
● Opportunities for future research



THE INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE OF 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA FROM 

1884 TO 1955
Elizabeth Bellersen



INTRODUCTION

▪ Background 

▪ Goals

▪ Scope 
▪ Study Area of Downtown Charleston

▪ Years 1884, 1902, 1944, and 1955

Photo courtesy of Open Parks Network



PREVIOUS LITERATURE

▪ Industrial Heritage
▪ Urban Planning 

▪ Adaptive Reuse

▪ Component of Identity

▪ Tourist Sites

▪ Relevant Charleston History 

▪ Previous Surveys 

▪ Influences on Methodology 

1886 Earthquake Photo of the Charleston Bagging Manufacturing 
Company; Photo Courtesy of the Lowcountry Digital Library 



METHODOLOGY 



RESULTS



INDUSTRIAL 
USE



DENSITY



CONCLUSIONS

▪ Decrease in number of industrial sites across study period

▪ Most common industrial use is warehousing, but land and water transportation 
are a close second 

▪ Largely sites were congregated in the Market area and along the wharves of 
the Cooper River

▪ Majority of sites are brick or frame construction

▪ Freight sites tend to have the largest average area



CONCLUSIONS

• Preservation and City 
Planning

• Environmental Planning
• Adaptive Reuse 
• Industrial Heritage as a 

Component of Identity
• Industrial Heritage Tourism 



CONCLUSIONS

▪ Charleston’s History 

▪ Further Research



THANK YOU!



Economic Revitalization Through Preservation
A Study of the Effects of Economic & Preservation Initiatives 

in Five Small Cities in Virginia

By Isabella Rae Gordineer



Introduction
Study Cities
Major Programs



Methodology



City Selection



Tazewell





Preservation & Economic Initiatives 



Preservation Timelines of Two Cities



Sample Timeline Overlay



Literature Review



Analysis
Population
Employment
Real Estate
Income



Annexations & Recessions



Analysis 
By Program



Preservation & Economic Initiative Summary



Main Street America & Virginia Main Street



Historic Districts & Related Documentation

% of Initiatives 
within Positive 

Periods

% of Positive 
Periods to Study 

Period

Employment 45% 81%

Real estate 84% 62%

Income 77% 72%



Conclusions
By Program



Overall Conclusions 
& Future Research



Thank You!
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ARCHITECTURAL TRAINING IN AND OUT OF THE 
LOWCOUNTRY

Thesis Defense

Tuesday, March 29th 2022

Shea McEnerney

Master of Science in Historic Preservation



CONTENT ORGANIZATION

• Introduction to the Subject and Purpose

• Review of Literature

• Introducing the Narrative and Context

• Establishing a Timeline

• Conclusion of Literature Review and Introduction to Thesis 
Methodology

• Methodology

• Archival Research

• Excel Data & UCINET Network Mapping

• Presentation of Data and Network Organization

• Raw Data

• Geographic Context

• Analysis of Practitioners

• UCINET Network Mapping and 

Analysis of Data

• Two-Mode Architect to Building Network 

Map & Analysis

• One-Mode Architect Network Map & 

Analysis

• One-Mode Building Network Map & Analysis

• Conclusion and Recommendations 

for Further Research



INTRODUCTION AND NARRATIVE CONTEXT

• Purpose of Study

• What Question is this Research Addressing?

• Nature of the early Field

• Italian Renaissance

• Andrea Palladio, Filippo Brunelleschi, Leon Battista Alberti

• European Spheres of Education

• France – Académie Royal d’Architecture (Later names École des Beaux-Arts)

• Ireland – Royal Dublin Society

• Assimilation into Colonial America

• Pattern Books, Drawing Manuals, Scaling Mechanics



REVIEW OF LITERATURE AND NARRATIVE

Early American Schools and their 
Curricula

• Leading Scholars
• Joan Ockman, Louise Hall, 

Jeffrey A. Cohen

• Themes
• Formative dependency on 

drawing/design materials

• Classical, geometric, 
mathematical foundations

• Rigidity in by-the-book 
training 

Professionalization of the Field 
and First Architects

• Leading Scholars
• Joan Ockman, J. Ritchie 

Garrison, Mary N. Woods

• Themes
• First decades of 19th century 

saw growth in individuality 
and humanities-based 
education

• Uniqueness in training 
(apprenticeships, drafting 
schools)

The Charleston Dialogue

• Leading Scholars
• Joan Ockman, John. M. Bryan, 

Carl Loundsbury, Nic Butler

• Themes
• Consistent with evolving 

national themes at turn of the 
19th century – Individualism, 
diversity in training dependent 
upon trainer

• “Gentleman Architect”, 
Amateur Architect, Skilled 
Tradespeople

“Rules may give [them] confidence, but they can never give [them] taste and invention.” 
-Thomas U. Walter, 1841



METHODOLOGY

• Archival Research

• Documentation of 23 Practitioners and 31 Buildings

• Practitioners

• Born/Died

• Prime Career Period

• Place(s) Trained

• Place(s) Worked

• Associated Buildings

• Related People

• Nature of Education

• Buildings

• Location

• Address/GPS

• People Associated

• Year(s) Constructed

• Does the Building Stand?

• Notoriety/Accolades

• Year Razed

Practitioner Data

Building Data



GEOGRAPHIC CONTEXT
CHARLESTON

10 Buildings



GEOGRAPHIC CONTEXT
UNITED STATES

18 Buildings
• Georgia

• South Carolina 

• Kentucky

• Tennessee 

• Virginia 

• Pennsylvania 

• Rhode Island 

• New Jersey



GEOGRAPHIC CONTEXT
EUROPE

3 Buildings
• Dublin, Ireland

• Hamburg, 

Germany



UCINET MAPPING SOFTWARE

Creation of Three Webbed Network Maps
• Two-Mode Architect to Building Network Map & 

Analysis

• Network of links tying practitioners to building 

projects

• One-Mode Architect Network Map & Analysis

• Network of links tying practitioners to 

practitioners

• One-Mode Building Network Map & Analysis

• Network of links tying buildings to buildings

Example of webbed UCINET network data map



TWO-MODE ARCHITECT TO BUILDING 
NETWORK MAP



ONE-MODE ARCHITECT NETWORK MAP



RAW DATA AND ANALYSIS



ONE-MODE BUILDING NETWORK MAP



RAW DATA AND ANALYSIS



MODE OF TRAINING TIMELINE



PURPOSE, CONTRIBUTION, AND 
PRESERVATION

• How is this original work?

• In what ways does this work contribute to the field and ongoing narrative?

• What makes this a preservation thesis?


